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GOD LOVES YOU 

 

I.  YOUR LIFE MATTERS TO GOD  

No matter how insignificant you may 

think you are, God loves you, and you are 

important to Him. 

Throughout scripture we see God 

honoring and using people and things that 

the world often overlooks or ignores. 

 

The Apostle Paul writes, "Brothers, think 

of what you were when you were called. 

Not many of you were wise by human 

standards; not many were influential; 

not many were of noble birth. But God 

chose the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise; God chose weak things 

of the world to shame the strong. He 

chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things..." (1 Cor. 1:26-28a). 

 

Joseph was sold into slavery by his 

brothers and taken to Egypt. However, 

when God wanted to deliver a very 

special message to the mighty Pharaoh, it 

was this slave, Joseph, who was brought 

out of the dungeon to interpret the 

message. God uses the lowly and despised 

to show His power and His love. 

Five thousand men, plus women and 

children, stayed late on a hillside one day, 

listening to Jesus. There was no food and 

the people were hungry. There was one 

little boy who had 2 fish and 5 little 

loaves. But it was enough, because God 

took that small amount and fed the 

multitudes. This is the love of God! 

 

 

The word is clear in John 3:16 that says, 

ñFor God so loved the World that He 

gave His only son...ò When God decided 

to select a mother for His Son, He went 

past the fashion shows and beauty salons 

to an insignificant village called Nazareth. 

He found a peasant girl that did not dress 

in designer clothes. While she did not 

have a sophisticated education, she was 

pure and God selected her to be the 

mother of His only begotten Son. 

 

 

So when the Christ came, He was not 

born in a major hospital, surrounded by 

doctors and other attendants, but rather, 

He was born in a stable and wrapped in 

swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. 

The world looks down at this in its 

condescending way and calls it 

foolishness. Paul says in I Corinthians 

1:25, "The foolishness of God is wiser 

than manôs wisdom, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than manôs strength." 
This is the love of God! 

 

When God makes His announcement 

about the coming of His Son to Earth, it is 

delivered to shepherds. It is like Jesus 

saying in the Sermon on the mount, "If 

God cares about sparrows and lilies, then 

He cares about and loves you." If God 

cares about shepherds, He cares about and 

loves you!  

 

Continued on Page 2 
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Words to Live By  
(Continued from Page 1) 
By Superintendent Tommie A. Murphy 

II. YOUR LIFE MATTERS, BECAUSE GOD 

LOVES YOU 

You have to understand that you and your life matters to 

God!   I imagine those shepherds must have sat around 

the campfire many times and wondered if life was really 

worthwhile or not. "What difference does it make if we 

watch the sheep or not?" Maybe we wonder, too, if life is 

worth living at all. 

 

When God comes and makes His announcement to 

shepherds, He is also saying to us, "Your life is 

worthwhile.  It is My gift to you. Therefore live every 

God-given moment of it, because your life does matter to 

Me." 

 

You see, every life matters. We should know that. Itôs 

impossible to live, even for a few moments on this earth, 

and not influence somebody in one way or another. We 

are always influencing someone, either for good or for 

bad. 

 

I wonder if there were people in Bethlehem on that night 

asking, "Did anything exciting happen today?" Maybe 

they were told, "I heard some woman gave birth to a 

baby in a stable, but nothing really exciting ever happens 

around here." Except that a baby was born, a baby that 

changed the world. 

 

III. YOUR FAITH MATTERS  
Shepherds were men of faith. They probably had more 

faith than some of the scribes and Pharisees who went to 

the synagogue every day. They believed in a Messiah. 

All of Godôs chosen people believed in a Messiah. When 

things got especially hard, during times of poverty and 

enslavement and exile, they would think about the 

Messiah and Godôs promise that one day the Messiah 

would come. 

They prayed over and over again, "Let Him come today!" 

They prayed that prayer for hundreds of years, and they 

must have wondered, "Is our faith worth anything? Does 

God hear our prayers? Does God keep His promises? 

Will the Messiah ever come? 

 

There must have been many who quit praying, and quit 

having faith. But when the announcement came to 

shepherds, God was saying, "Your faith matters, and it is 

not in vain. I am a God who hears and who keeps His 

promises. Now the Messiah has come, and I have kept 

My promise." 

 

Sometimes we become weary. There may be times when 

we wonder if it is worthwhile going to church. There are 

times when we wonder if it is worth sacrificing for God. 

 

But one day He will come. He will come for all of us, 

shepherds, wise men and peasants. He will come for His 

people. Heôll dry our tears and take away our pain. There 

will be no more death, no more good-byes. 

 

Then weôll say, "He loves us dearly and it was worth 

it all!"  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=god+loves+you&view=detail&id=3385EB163AC37FFB6A163ED9BFBF714D973F611F&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE          
The Bible is clear in its 

declaration of the fact man 

has the responsibility to love 

God ahead of everything else 

in this world and that he is to 

love the Lord with every part 

of his being.  In the book of 

Mark, Jesus quotes a passage 

that is actually from 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5. It should be noted that this passage 

was quoted by every Jew every day during his prayer 

time.  In doing so he was reminding himself that there is 

no other God but Jehovah and that anything that 

occupied first place in his life ahead of God was in 

essence an idol, or false god.  This is still true today.  

Like Jews of old, we must be certain that God occupies 

the first place in our lives, ahead of every other love.  

Paul admonished in Colossians 1:18, ñWe say, He is 

first, but we place other things ahead of Him and His 

will for our lives!ò  We have to clearly understand that 

our actions speak louder than our words!  In these words 

of Jesus, we can see that He intends for us to place the 

Lord God ahead of everything else in life.  These are the 

areas in which we are to love the Lord supremely. 

 

ALL OUR HEART ï Sometimes the word heart is used 

to refer to the seat of our emotions but that is not the 

intention here.  What Jesus is saying is that we are to 

love the Lord without pretense.  We are to be genuine in 

our love for Him and not to just say we love the Lord and 

live as if He didnôt exist.  We are to be genuine in our 

love and not be hypocrites.           

 

ALL OUR SOUL ï This involves the idea of our 

emotions.  We are not to love God with some kind of dry, 

unexciting love, but we are to be emotional in our love 

for Him.  That is, our love for God should touch us at our 

most intimate levels.  We are to love the Lord with all 

our emotional self. 

 

ALL OUR MIND  ï That is, we are to involve the 

intellect in our love for the Lord.  This love is not 

mindless and empty-headed, but we are to love the Lord 

because we have considered Him, meditated on Him and 

therefore make a conscious decision to love the Lord.  In 

other words, you shouldnôt love God just because the 

preacher says so, but you should love Him because of 

who He is and what He has done for you. 

ALL OUR STRENGTH ï This implies that our love for 

the Lord is not to be a thing that is done in word alone, 

but should also see expression in our physical bodies.  If 

we love the Lord, then the body is His as well.  We have 

no right to divorce the physical from the spiritual.  True 

love for Jesus is always carried out by the physical man, 

as well as the spiritual. 

 

When all of these things are taken together, it becomes 

clear that the Lord is telling us to love God with perfect 

sincerity, the maximum fervency, with the fullest 

exercise of an enlightened reason and with the entire 

energy of our being.  This is the spirit of the greatest 

commandment.  

 

True love for Jesus manifests itself in every area of life.  

Do you love His people, His Word, His House, His work, 

His world, His commandments, His worship as you 

should? It is impossible for men to properly love the 

Lord until he personally knows the Lord. Mark said in 

Mark 12:30 ñAnd thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 

commandment.ò  
 

We are told by John in John 4:19 that we do not have the 

capacity to love Him until He first calls us into a 

relationship with Himself.  After salvation, it is possible 

to love the Lord.  Jesus is simply telling us that he wants 

us to love others with the same love which He has given 

to us.  That is, we are to place others in such a position 

that we are constantly looking out for their best interests 

and their welfare. The whole idea here is that we are to 

love others with the same type of compassion and 

obligation that we feel toward ourselves.   

 

Saints of God let us remember that genuine love is 

always sacrificial. 

                                                                                                                                                                          

Woman of Wisdom  
By First Lady Doris D. Murphy 



Keep Your Eyes on the Prize 
By Sister Rosalind Gathers 

February is Black History Month 
You should take time and watch some of the 

documentaries about the civil rights movement during the 

month of February that will be shown on The History 

Channel and your local public television station.  Take 

time and talk to your grandparents and even the mothers 

of the church; I am sure you will hear something to make 

you better appreciate the freedom you enjoy now. 

 

Discrimination, racism and injustice still exist, but it in no 

way compares to what life was like over 50 years ago.  

People can eat where we want, stay in any hotel, live in 

any neighborhood and get an education.  There are better 

job opportunities, even in a recessed economy, than what 

was available then. 

 

In honor of Black History Month, I chose the lyrics of the 

song, ñKeep Your Eyes On the Prize.ò   I chose this song 

because it was the title song in a PBS documentary about 

the civil rights movement, ñEyes on the Prize,ò which 

originally aired in 1987.  I like the lyrics because it took 

biblical references and put it in context of the struggle at 

that time. 

 

The words to the song, ñKeep Your Eyes On the Prize,ò 

encouraged American civil rights activists during the 

1950s and 1960s.  The song was composed as a hymn 

before World War I and the lyrics were written by Alice 

Wine in 1956.  It is based on the traditional song, ñGospel 

Plow,ò also known as ñHold On.ò   

 

ñGospel Plowò was based on the scripture in Luke 9:62,  

ñAnd Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand 

to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of  

God.ò 

 

America is much different today compared to what it was 

in the ó50s and ó60s, but the lyrics to ñKeep Your Eyes on 

the Prizeò are still relevant.  If we donôt remain diligent 

and maintain our focus, we will be lost.  If you keep your 

eyes and focus on Jesus, you wonôt have a problem 

holding on.   

 

 

 

Keep Your Eyes On The Prize 

Paul and Silas, bound in jail, 

Had no money for to go their bail. 

 

Chorus: 

Keep your eyes on the prize, 

Hold on, hold on, 

Hold on, hold on ï 

Keep your eyes on the prize, 

Hold on, hold on 

 

Paul and Silas begin to shout, 

The jail door opened and they walked out. 

Freedomôs name is might sweet ï 

Soon one of these days weôre going to meet 

 

The only thing that we did wrong ï 

Stayed in the wilderness too long. 

But the one thing we did right 

Was the day we started to fight. 

 

Weôre gonna board that big Greyhound, 

Carryinô love from town to town. 

Weôve met jail and violence too, 

But Godôs love has seen us through. 

 

Weôre gonna ride for civil rights, 

Weôre gonna ride, both black and white. 

 

References: 

Philippians 3:13-14 

Acts 16:25 

http://www.history.com/images/media/pdf/

VoicesofCivilRightsguide.pdf 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZWdDI_fkns 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Keep_Your_Eyes_on_the_Prize 
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With Social media such as Twitter and Facebook, you 

hear about breaking news sometimes before it is 

announced on CNN or other official news sources.   

Everyone wants to be the first to know and share 

breaking news, but what should and should not be posted 

as status or tweeted? 

 

What would you hate to learn for the first time about 

yourself in the presence of a few million other people?  

The death of a loved one?  Youôve been terminated from 

your job?  Your significant other just dumped you? 

 

A simple status update, text or tweet has caused people 

to lose their jobs, reputation and in some extreme cases 

have led to drastic actions like suicide.    Have you ever 

sent a scathing email to the person you were talking 

about instead of your buddy on the second floor? 

Awkward isnôt it? 

 

Colleges and potential employers check social media 

sites frequently to make sure the applicantôs social 

behavior is aligned with the values and culture of the 

company and/or institution.  Itôs legal for them to check 

because your internet identity is public information. 

Have you noticed that sometimes you can post a 

Facebook status and later notice an advertisement that 

may be related to the subject of your post?  Marketing 

companies look at your status and tweets and know what 

ads to flash on the screen.  Worse yet, are you one of 

those people who like to post updates when you leave 

home saying where youôre going?   You are letting the 

bad guys know when they can come and rob you blind! 

In spite of the bad, I believe social media still has a lot of 

benefits.  If you intend to keep using Facebook and 

Twitter, along with other social media tools, please be 

mindful of the following etiquette guidelines: 

Think of social media relationships similar to face-to-

face relationships: 

Make sure you introduce yourself before asking any 

and everyone to be your Facebook friend and/or start 

following someone on Twitter. 

Donôt consistently talk about / promote only yourself 

without regard for other people 

Donôt randomly contact a friend or associate you 

barely know and repeatedly ask for favors 

Do use your real name as your Facebook name 

Donôt post private conversations on wall posts in 

Facebook, they are visible to everyone unless you 

know how to update your privacy settings.  (The 

settings change all the timeðyou need a PhD in 

Facebookology) 

Donôt tag unflattering pictures of your friends 

To see a list of dos and donôts for the various social 

media sites, please refer to the below link: 

http://www.techipedia.com/2008/social-media-etiquette-

handbook 

The bottom line is, social 

media is a wonderful tool for 

you to enjoy responsibly.  If 

you arenôt sure if you should 

post or tweet something you 

probably shouldnôt. 

Tech WatchðSocial Media Etiquette 
By Sister Rosalind Gathers 
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By Dr. Gwendolyn Washington 

2012 District Conference 
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Elder Tommie A. Murphy, Superintendent 

Mother Jessie Mae McClurkin, District Missionary 

Bishop Leroy Jackson Woolard, Jurisdictional Prelate 

Mother Mary Love Greene, Jurisdictional Supervisor 

Wednesday Evening February 1st, 2012 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Seminar 

ñThe Person & Work of the Holy Spiritò Taught By Elder Edward Crawley 

7:30 P.M. Womenôs Day 

District Missionary Cynthia Little             

Fayetteville District, Fayetteville, North Carolina     

 

Thursday Evening, February 2nd, 2012 

6:30 ï 7:30 P.M. ñSeminarò 

 ñHeart for the Harvestò Taught By Dr. Gwendolyn Washington 

7:30 P.M. The Jurisdictional Bishopôs Night 

Bishop Leroy Jackson Woolard, Jurisdictional Prelate of the  

Greater North Carolina Jurisdiction  

 

Friday Night, February 3rd, 2012 

6:30 pm to 7:30 pm ñSeminarò  

ñHeart For The Harvestò 

7:30 P.M. Superintendentôs Official Night 
Superintendent Tommie A. Murphy, District Superintendent 

 

Sunday Evening, February 5th, 2012 

4:00 P.M. 

Superintendent Garcia Morman, Superintendent 

Of the Asheboro District              



The Power of Prayer  
By Missionary Regina Whitley 
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Prayer can sometimes seem like an exercise in persuasive 

speech that some people do not possess, but prayer is 

simply communicating with God; listening and talking to 

him.  Prayer should not be a puzzling practice reserved 

only for the religiously pious.  Believers can pray and 

talk to God from their hearts, freely, and unashamedly.   

 

The Bible speaks much on prayer; the first mention of 

prayer is found in Genesis 4:26 (NKJV) 

ñAnd as for Seth, to him also a son was born; 

and he named him Enosh.  The men began to 

call on the name of the Lord.ò 
 

Prayer helps to develop and strengthen our relationships 

with God.  If we never take out time to speak to or listen 

to our spouses or close friends, our relationships would 

soon dissipate.  Well it is the same way with our 

heavenly father.  Prayer and communicating with God 

helps us grow closer and become more intimately 

attached to God.  One of the main reasons we would 

want to spend time in prayer is that God commands us to 

pray.  Obedience is a natural byproduct of discipleship.   

 

Luke 18:1 (NIV) 

ñThen Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 

them that men should always pray and not give 

up.ò (NIV) 

Philippians 4:6 

ñBe anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God.ò (NIV) 

Psalm 55:17 

ñEvening, and morning, and at noon, will I 

pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my 

voice.ò   

One song writer once stated it this way,  

ñOh what peace we often forfeit, and what 

needless pains we bear all because we do not 

carry everything to God in prayer, what a friend 

we have in Jesus all our sins and grieves to bear, 

what a privilege to carry everything to God in 

prayer.ò   

 

God wants to be provider, healer, deliver, and comforter, 

and he wants us to pray for our specific needs and 

concerns and believe that he will reward us if we are 

diligent in seeking him. 

 

James 5:16 admonishes us to confess our faults one to 

another, and pray one for another that we may be healed.  

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 

much.   

 

Fervent prayers are continual, intense, and violent; 

violent faith continually bombards the enemy with 

prayer, confession, and effort so that he cannot retaliate.  

We are to plead our case before God and trust in his 

strength and ability to bring what we need to pass. 

 

We can all learn a valuable lesson about the power of 

prayer from King Hezekiah; it was told to Hezekiah that 

he would become sick and die by the prophet Isaiah.    

 

Then Hezekiah immediately turned his face to the wall 

and began to pray unto the Lord, putting him in 

remembrance of how he had walked before the Lord in 

truth and with a perfect heart, and done that which was 

good in his sight.  Then the Lord sent another word by 

the prophet Isaiah saying ñThus saith the Lord, the God 

of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have 

seen they tears: behold, I will heal thee and add unto 

thy days fifteen years.ò  2 Kings 20:5-6 

 

By King Hezekiahôs decision to seek the Lord and 

turning away from that situation that did not look like 

Godôs word and pressing into to God to see his 

deliverance manifested he received the victory.   

 

Hallelujah! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=african+american+prayer+clip+art&view=detail&id=C5CE511C21F11AFAE34CA0F3201271AA17F79FA1&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


It is my great pleasure to announce that the New Bethel 

Military Bearing Academy reconvened with the first 

session of 2012 on Saturday, January 14, 2012.  14 cadets 

reported for duty and were very excited as they practiced 

military movements and learned information while 

fellowshipping with their peers. 

 

This first session covered the 

following topics: 

Drill and Ceremony 

Military Customs & 

Courtesies 

Squad assignments 

 

I would like to give special thanks 

to Elder Roderick Johnson who 

recently joined our team, along 

with Brother Gary Keith and Deacon Mark Jefferson for 

volunteering as instructors for the academy.  

 

We normally meet the 2nd and 4th Saturdays from 10:00 

A.M. to 12:00 PM.   The Youth Prayer Breakfast is 

February 11th, so our next scheduled meeting will be 

Saturday, February 26th.  Parents, if you have not 

registered your son, please see me or another academy 

instructor for a parentôs information/registration package.  

The New Bethel Military Bearings Academy is open to 

boys and young men from ages 7- 17 years of age. 

If you should have any questions feel free to contact me 

at (843) 607-4219. 

 

Sincerely, 

New Bethel Military Academy Chairman 

Deacon Cornelius J. Gathers 
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The Military Bearing Academy 
By Deacon Cornelius Gathers 
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Youth & Young Adult Ministry  
Our Theme 2012 ðYoung People Walking in Authority 

ñAnd you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course 

of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience,  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  even when we were dead in 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 

riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 

them.ò Ephesians 2:1-10 (NKJV) 

 

Our Decree: We are no longer following after the things of the world; gratifying the cravings of our flesh; 

following its thoughts and desires. We are Walking  in the Authority  handed down by our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. We understand that this opportunity is a gift of God; not by works, so that no one can boast. We are Godôs 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

To the Village: The Bible tells us in Proverbs 22:6 to train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is 

old he will not depart from it. Letôs help our youth and young adults hold true to their decree by doing as  

Proverbs 22:6 instructs, and let us not stop there, but go a little further and give some encouragement; support the 

efforts of doing right. Give them Godly love and discipline.  

 

To our Youth & Young Adults: The Bible tells us to go into the hedges and highways and compel men to come; 

that my house may be filled. Donôt forget to let your light shine at home, school campuses, with friends, in 

conversation or wherever you are, because our lifestyle is one of our greatest witnessing tools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Prayer Breakfast 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 at 8:30 am 

Theme: Prayer Works (2 Kings 6:15-20) 

Black History Service 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 at 4:00 pm 
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New Bethel Church of God in Christ ñ1520 Little Rock Road ñCharlotte, North Carolina 28214  

*** Visit information table for more details and to sign up to bring food  ***  

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore 
honor God with your body.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV)  

Womenôs Health Topics Womenôs Health Topics   
  

Premenopausal and Menopause Symptoms Premenopausal and Menopause Symptoms   

Dr. Rochelle Brandon, OB/GYNDr. Rochelle Brandon, OB/GYN  

  

Balancing Your Hormones Balancing Your Hormones   

  Chika Duru, Carolina Medical CenterChika Duru, Carolina Medical Center  

  

Preventing Heart Disease  Preventing Heart Disease    

Mary Rachui, Presbyterian HospitalMary Rachui, Presbyterian Hospital  

http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=1+Corinthians+6:19-20


Marriage Ministry  

Hugs and Kisses 

 

The phrase falling in love has filtered into our 

society and has become a popular expression 

between two people who are "in love."  The 

essence of the term is that by chance love 

becomes the driving force within the 

relationship.   

 

Interestingly enough, many people that fall in 

love, fall out of love. Kirk Whalum, a 

contemporary gospel artist, popularized that 

phrase more as he penned the song "Falling in 

love with Jesus, falling in love with Jesus, 

falling in love with Jesus is the best thing I 

ever  done."  

 

The dangers of falling in love with people of 

interest or even  with Jesus is that it is by 

sheer accident.   

 

The bible states in Deuteronomy 6:5 that we 

should love the lord with everything that we 

have(heart, soul, might).  

 

Once a person discovers that they are 

involved in something by accident, the 

tendency is to get out especially when things 

are not going their way.  

Love is an action word by definition and so is 

falling but you may not see people purposely 

and intentionally falling to the ground.  

 

John 3:16 says "For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only begotten son that 

whosoever believeth in him shall not perish 

but have everlasting life.ò   
 

Giving is the way that love is seen. Love is a 

purposeful, intentional,  selfless action 

towards others. 1 Corinthians 13:5 simply 

put,  love prefers the other (agape-the God 

kind of love) and is not self-seeking.  

 

Let us look at love the way God looks at it. It 

is not just a temporary feel good potion 

especially when things are going the way you 

want them. Love shines bright regardless of 

the condition because the intent is to help 

bring others into their God-given destiny.  
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